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SUFFRAGE IN KANSAS

Governor Capper Considers It a
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1915, Not 1865.
To the Editor of Ths Tribeña.

Sir: For months I ha-..- been besriag w-¡th
The Trihune in its attitude in regard to

womsn suffrage, sad bavs endeavored to he
The Tl .'.une sad I have been

11 y fi ends, u: ai time lia« pro-
after morning I have

empelled to see your advocacy of this
ipread furth»-r and further across your

columns, to the obscuration of the truth to

the eentrary and the flaunting of tho-,
are not lined up with you, I hav. come to the
conclusion that old friend- mu«t part.

It may seem, ami doabtlss« does appear to
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0 < nd- three generation» of The
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ROBERT MOTT MÉRRIMA!-.
» i }'. Bl '<" Iff Mil

Preparedness.
.or of Th» Tribune.

.-:r: Has it ever occurred to you that while
the patrons of the theatres in this city are

theatre projjran.-
to pick out the exit Beerest to them for use

in case «.f tit, very few out of the thousands
ever tle-cendetl or ascended

the -runways leading from the exit»
wh.f'i their attsatioa is »o per»i»t-

ently but blindly invited?
In our school» the children use the fire

exits and* stuir« a> s and are educated as they
-hould be in «ay- SÍ BBViag the;r own l,v, -

BBSS of Ire Why is it that we gro*
be treated intellectually as gioun-up«,

i,ti* :n actual practice <*.,* are not gfVOfl even

th«* training of a little child?
..it u< hope that the time is near when

.til! he exits in fact and not on paper,
m» that when we do have . tir» WS "hall not

Be ijrnoiant of their uses.

FREMONT WILSON.
New York, Oct 22, 1916.

"EVEN JOB GOT SICK OF IT!"

THE HOME RULE AMENDMENT
The Commissioner oí Accounts Discusses That Feature of the Constitution

in Its Relation to New York City"s .Administration.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The h"Pi> rule article of »he proposed
constitution for the first time (rives to this
eltj -ub«tantially complete power to n*.

for itself and In it« own way its pi imary loca!
concerns. The article for the First time, in

.'i to charter amendment» '.vhich go to

tale of our city pvvernm- nt,
the city the right to stats BUtl

tively what it waata, aad ths rirht to initia¬
tive action thereoa, which ^ha!l be Baal un-

the Législature within s fixed short tims
lly dl a| proves the precis.' th .

ted, with no power in the Legislators to

vary or manipulate the city'» demand, and
with no power in the Législature of initia¬
tion in matt« rs of this kind, unless applicable
to all of thi raB eitles of the state
¦dike, without cla-sitication or distinction.
Finally, in relato.n to the adoption of ne v

city charters, the article proposed for the
ij-t time recognises that the people of tiie

havi ght to speak and be heartl
upon the orçanic law of the munieipal gee«
ernment under which they mast live.
The three features which I haw mentioned

,-rant to this city the essence of home rule,
subject only to a limitation 44 Inch even the
meat exacting advocates of c b«
musl recognize as proper- namely, the lim'-
ation which come» from the BOCOSSary su

preflsaey of the Stats Legislaturs over those
subjects '.vhich require uniformity of re«u
.at.on or policy throughout the state. An,
grant beyond that limitation would mean for
the city not merely home rule, but secession
from the state.

I'nder the /»rant of power to regulate its
own local affairs, the city alone, for example
could determine in accordance with proper
ro nomy in adminiatratioB where iti law re,

SI d water supply departments should
maintain branch ofices, and iaeh determina'
tion would replace the present legislative
mandat«' from Albany as to where each o.

ths departmOBtS mentioned must have »i

blanch office. Under the existing con.-titu-
tion the state Legislaturs has had the right
to prescribe that th.- dut) of steam boilei
Bspectiaa >!iall be perforased by the Po
Department It is generally agreed that

.;. hould be perform othe.
goverameat and undei the aew

article the aasigameat "f that function would
tirai) ¦¦-..' ti 'he power of thi citj It si

.u.d beyond that of the Legislature. A»;airi,
the city, and not the state Legislature, a-

BOW, Would d« termine whothOl 'hire siioul«!
be sixteen or fewer or more inspectors or'
light and ventilation in the Now !'.

IB of the Tenement House Department,
what the minimum salaries of matrons Ifl
the department of Correction sh"uld be, how
the Department of Street Cleaning ihould be

ed and what the ranks, titles and
duties of it« employes should be. Likewise
la contrast to present condition», the cit,-
alone would recúlate the matter of vaca¬
tion» of city employes and th.- Legislatura

be preclu<ie«i from BBS .1 sue:.
a. that enact«-! in 1912, by which

a!! the doormen in the Police DepartmOat
numbering IM, were at one stroke mad.-
patrolmen, with incniental lacreases of sal¬
aries to that of patrolmen, without being

*«',1 to the possible embarrassment of
the usual civil service examir... .¦

In this connection, too, it should b-
that the pr pose.i amendment for the first
time gives to the city centrol over the Mm
pensation of county employes, such as woul !
mark the termination of an unquestioned
abuse, the repeated and wholesale perpetra-
tiafl of which the city ha» under the presea
constitution been powerless to prevent. No

.'-"i be added to the city'.»
roll at a ifagte paession of the

tat« Legislature, «* m ton. N.« longer
could !ee;:»lat«ve enactment at Albany re¬

quire annual expenditure» for lucrative sal
arie» for counsel to the county clerks and
for a retinue of counsel and assistant coun¬
sel to the sheriffs, The day would be gon«
when the gentlemen* from upstate could, as
now. command this eity to appropriate an¬
nually $1imi,iii»ii to the commissioner.« of rec¬
ords in .New York and Kings counties in un-

segregated amounts for uncontrolled distr
bution ¡n sa'

Aside from th« benefit which would folio
'o the city, the itatS itself would gain by th

! (islatnrs fi »¦ tl
of sj tat c«>r

itional provisioB, of 19.601 bills mm
dosed Into ths Leg ilaturt «luring ths -¦

-.or, of 1910 to Mil
13 were ei

being IS per o saaetsd dai
n_ . thdrawal .«f thi

large leid ¦¦.' sel i -i, ths Legislstai
would preclude of such pici

legislation as thst which sstsblish«
llsi.es of thirtj

five loboi of th.« King
County l lerk, or tat which Baas th

St and Balarles Of OfllCO boys in count
office«
Under ths bow irl els 7:.e city sroald s

longer be in th* position where
si i- lireet -..>n in th

id «if a county es .' would
lubm ' «J'iayagance i
another direct ob. Thes» whsa in 1912 th
Legislature I to ths 'it-man

it thi ¦¦ of ti-..' Quseas Couaty «"l«-r
.¦ plaeed upon B salary basis, it included

the Statut« ou i conceá

-um mandatory salary sehedulea which in
ed the annual payroll of the offle* fror

,000 to $1 I ks adoption of the pro
home rule provisioB would t.rm.nat

bat kind of 1*2 <*

tat, however, as this city's burden h.
from bAi -. lativs meddlini

greater still ha- bees its kclplessaes« I'

ive i ert-S which ha
frustrated ¡Tort.-, to eliminate sssdlavalisn
ami achieve progress in our scheme and it
oar iBStramsBt« of municipal government
Without BUthoritativs method for the f >rmu

of :: concret« -. tement ef its demsai
.»nd without the pou«.-'- to compel legislativ«

IBS id win in formulated, thi
Bad« r it most serious ill¬
's, however, which the adop

.. proposed cons; ration will rSBBOVi
by reason of th«- leeoad sf the above men
tioned festurei of the home iule article.

Objection to the home ni!«' article has beet
on the ground that some of its Ian

gUSg« ll VagBS ¦ ;'-- constituting a

.,un to latermiaable litigatian. Tha
* me tt) he unwarranteti

! regard the language which is criticised ot

lliat ground, such as the phr.ises "f rami-wnri-
of the government of the city" and "matter-
f statt Bcei

" Bot si vague and indefinite
but a-* broad sad geaerel II Is essential ir

rafting of fundameatal law that broa.
tad geaeral laagaags should be used, foi
otherwise the instrument becomes a strait-

I development and impeding
>ss. fine of the virtues of the Consti

tution of the Ualted BtatOS has been its ca¬

pacity to meet Bad to fit ths ever changing
conditions which have arisen during the cen¬

tury and a qaaitOf that have followed its
adoptiOB. That capacity it has had chicly by
reason of the broad Bd geaeral language

vhich. many of it< provision» «re framed
What is the precise meaning and application
of 'he very terms that have made the Feier*'
CoBStitatioB a living document, such as "di¬
rect tiix«'«," "exci-e." "«-««rnmeree with for¬
eign nation«." ".. f ths several states,"
"rspablieaa farsa *f government" and "due

«,f law*. taBS ii 'hat nobody could
« BBswered that qaestiaa when the Fed

eral « otistitu'.ior «J the country for

adoption, ami BO «ne CBB answer it now ex

sept us 'he courts have furnished the answer

from time to time in specific case».

i '«inert!.r.g thai in some respects the new

home rule articl«- la not all that »ome would
have had it, it doe«, I believe, clear the w.ty
for a very great advance over present cond;
tions. The normal process of lasting im¬

provement in government is by e.tmpromi.e
Such compromise as is embodied in the pro-

posed home rule article not only grant» to

the city a broad measure of autonomy, but I'

gives the npportaaity, which the people of
.I. city MV«! before have hail, by tht
..ttnty, wisdom ami vigilance which will char-
BCteriS-t 'he employment of the power,
i-ranfed, to demonstrate their capacity to re-

_..v» and to exercise still further powers.
<*¦ , LEONARD M. WALUTHN.

i.ew York, Oct 23, 1916.

ATTACKED PA BOTH

Radicals and P*.actuaries Alika
Oppose Constitution.

To the ti
Sir: I am in fav« r "." I - o me nil* pro-

n of the eons! «th for whit
it dioii s« for what it doea. I
think th. I ^.agb to tr!*«

'a broad ei I *'">». »*..*
| -.. ¦. ',. v th« wart»

the sam- « f'i** '-'»'^

It pu! ï'.-'ost«, H
the cities; only in n .'.* cttttn

« v.-n th. b the Leg .: *ât Pc*"r
of Ballil-CatiOfl. It «a «f«1'

nance sent to Ali si r I«**« '* '"'
''

not, th.» matter be« I
A- i| I I''"* t0 '-**

Legi r'vi- ** **¦"
are pigeoi ¦' ;Vut k*»P*

i ists.
Legisla! .-...

g -.»-..on

which up to bow bas nf
time.

The I *houl11 f'r'

taial) .¦ :..."

gum ¦. it r..:,'.i.'¦ .**¦ puU
then ¦.* " pr°"

for reapoi - rh'"' twí
"-ms aloae ihould result « **_____
Baillions of dollar-. The II or men ihoold
vote for

' P'-*11
SUte Labor Departn th« eomtiw

..¡i, previdei -hat work.*».' tsmmaamms
mav be made to cover oci ¦**¦?
si well si Lcgwaeaa
powar to prohibit IBS C r: '.»'«»«"
nous.-, retail ' ' °

,
Legislature, i v

____m
m.n an.l Senatora, ah *.rm*P
emergency mea '"^'í "

i, ,.,,.
... «'"*

an elective ''"'"-¡¡¡if
contame«' Il I I \f úm
a! the State l "r *lth

convention.
a ». . «re

This eoBSt tutloi r*ot_t by i

extrei « rrï
...

rise; the radicals, b« h "., *0J,
enough; the react I L
ticia- ...
otganisatioB of K » /tie
budget ¦) tew si «. orA(f
Governor1! *

oB.
«onvent 101, '.
stitution f .:'y.A»h.
ic !.¦ , A
politicians would lay tl Sal'ot.
cause it eoutained b« n

' ¿2
.taU S Ôs-

.blv sucée.-.! in bavil .. V^
pod in an) further .'tpt
The pceple ¦ ' T" ._,

her eoaveBtioB in t*

best mi.Mis of ' ÏÏ
-.v i.vo moat :

JOSEPH «KH-Ba.

New York, Oct.

A Renewal of Faith.
To the Editor of The TnbI .

Sir: I read Heywood li¬

the new U inter i;...d-n she« il . f''nt '

of The Tribune, and I want to lay H «ne

my faith * rl

Btreag New 1¦.¦ ,trtu
1 »hall .....1 Mi "' fS

from sow <... Other "'-

^.
pos.,I t.» ¦¦» -.hf.t.

..relit

f9.. 1- __%%follower. «*

New York, Oct. 19. II

New Jersey's Loss.
1 To the Editor of The THhaae

Sir: I'oor old Htm J.-r-.y' tat
distiactieB of leading the ri.at.-h of pi

i. the East for equality and ju»t»c« "

.v, ,ii,-i, -Will now fall to «¦¦?.. '' her **

states. r_t

presd
proiT****


